CITY OF CRYSTAL
MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-=Sfi

RESOLUTION REGARDING THE
METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council, an agency of the State of Minnesota, is proposing
to build the METRO Blue Line Extension (the “Project™), a light rail transit facility, through the
City of Crystal (the “City”); and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 473.3994 (the “Statute™), the
Metropolitan Council submitted the preliminary design plans for the physical design component
of the Project (the “Plans”) to the City on December 15, 2015 and the City is required to review
and either approve or disapprove the Plans by no later than March 4, 2016 (“Municipal
Consent”); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the statute, the scope of the Municipal Consent is limited to the
physical design component of the proposed light rail transit facility at a 15 percent level of
design detail; and

WHEREAS, the City Council’s decision on Municipal Consent does not include or
reflect the City Council’s opinion on whether such facility is in the best interests of the City or
the Twin Cities metropolitan region, or its opinion on whether such a facility is an appropriate or
cost effective method of public transit, as those determinations are, by statute, made by other
units of government; and

WHEREAS, if the City adopts a resolution approving the Plans and granting Municipal
Consent, the approval may not be conditional, but the resolution may include language
describing elements or changes the City finds to be necessary for the success of the Project and
which may be included by the Metropolitan Council in the Project scope and budget at a later
stage in the process; and

WHEREAS, if the City adopts a resolution disapproving the Plans, the resolution must
describe the specific changes to the Plans that would cause the City to withdraw its disapproval,
and Metropolitan Council would then be required to hold a hearing and decide whether to make
those changes to the Project; and

WHEREAS, if the City fails to adopt a resolution either approving or disapproving the
Plans under the statute, they are automatically deemed approved; and
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WHEREAS, the City Council has actively participated in the design process for the
Project, including engagement with the Business and Community Advisory Committees and the
Corridor Management Committee; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has provided multiple opportunities for public review and
comment on the Project and Plans, culminating in the required public hearing the City held on
February 16, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the input it has received from the public
regarding the Project and Plans prior to taking action on this Resolution; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it would be imprudent to adopt a
resolution of approval in accordance with the Statute when such issues as a pedestrian bridge,
noise walls and visual screening are unresolved; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it will not adopt a resolution of
disapproval in accordance with the Statute because the City Council does not wish to add
unnecessary delay or expense to the Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Crystal City Council elects to take no
action with respect to Municipal Consent and understands that this decision will result in the
Plans being deemed approved under Minnesota Statutes, section 473.3994, subdivision 3, and
directs the City Clerk to transmit this resolution to Metropolitan Council; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Crystal City Council is concerned about the
impacts of the Project and finds as follows:

1. Consistent with the direction given by the Corridor Management Committee on February 11,
2016, a pedestrian bridge over Bottineau Boulevard (CSAH 81) on the south side of Bass
Lake Road (CSAH 10) must be added to the Project scope and budget for the following
reasons:

(a) CSAH 81 is a six lane, high volume, high speed roadway that is a real barrier for
pedestrian access to the proposed Bass Lake Road station;

(b) This barrier is especially acute for youth, seniors and people who otherwise already face
enough challenges just getting around. It is these very people who have the most to gain
from the high frequency transit service the Blue Line Extension would bring to the City;

(c) For those who are able to drive, it is unreasonable to expect them to leave their cars at
home if the Project does not provide a safe way for them to walk to the station;
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(d) With elevators on both sides of the pedestrian bridge, the crossing time would only be
44% longer than at grade, which is a small enough time differential that it will provide a
useful alternative to crossing at grade; and

(e) The proposed Bass Lake Road station is anticipated to primarily be a walk-up station
which will dramatically increase the volume of pedestrian traffic at that intersection.
Project staff has indicated that pedestrian crossings at the Bass Lake Road intersection
are forecast to increase by a factor of four after the station opens.

Because the pedestrian bridge is an essential component for the success of the Bass Lake
Road station, the construction, ownership and maintenance of the pedestrian bridge must be
the responsibility of Metro Transit, not the City. The City will continue to work with Project
staff to ensure an aesthetically acceptable design of the pedestrian bridge, the latest iteration
of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

In order to protect adjacent residences from noise impacts associated with the addition of
light rail transit to the rail corridor, the Project must include a noise barrier along the east side
of the rail corridor from 47" Avenue to West Broadway, and from West Broadway to
Corvallis Avenue.

In order to protect adjacent residences from visual impacts due to the Project’s removal of
existing vegetative screening on the west side of the rail corridor north of Bass Lake Road,
the Project must include visual screening and the City will accommodate such construction,
as needed, with consideration of conditional use permits and variances to allow fences in
excess of 6 feet tall.

In order to accommodate the connection of the existing Becker Park trail system to the
sidewalk and rail crossing being constructed as part of the Project, during construction
approximately one-tenth of an acre in the northeast corner of Becker Park will be disturbed
by the Project as shown in Exhibit B. A temporary construction easement will be needed and
after construction the Project shall restore the disturbed area to a condition that is as good or
better than its current condition. Pursuant to federal environmental rules, the Final
Environmental Impact Statement must include documentation of the need for and impact of
this temporary construction easement. The City Council authorizes the City Manager to
provide said documentation to the Project as needed for the Final Environmental Impact
Statement.

To help ensure the successful completion of subsequent phases of the Project design and
construction, the Project must work with the City to resolve the specific design issues
identified by City staff in the “RCSC Form™ submitted to the Project office on January 21,
2016, including the Project staff responses received on February 18, 2016, attached hereto as
Exhibit C.

Adopted by the Crystal City Council this 29" day of February 2016.
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ATTEST:

hdlndaa B

Trudy Tasgoni
Administrative Services Coordinator
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EXHIBIT A

Current Pedestrian Bridge Design

ety

appuunp senw ENESE UIOH «

TR
NYLFIOIOY [3IW

Aoy Q

B LT SESUN WIS Toron bain el
PR B O S e D S
ISR 300 0T

NOISNILX3 147 INIT IN18

A-1

475827v2 TIG CR205-30



JZA.W.F Jgd—n%z.mwueau RO HNOLSO HOLNYINTHEIO WILLE3A TN
sppoare o BN UJOH @ASpuury ﬂ L Wz 3 HOLDIVISENE Y SIWMIAO M55
NOISN3ILX3 1¢71 3INIT 3N79

475827v2 TIG CR205-30



AL Ao W EESTSEELES NOWLEO NOILYINOEID TYILEA TNa
e B wopelouny ©F | 7| ") 3 i
NOISNI L X3 L¥71 3INIT 3IN19

FEIT0ES NP0 LIV HD

475827v2 TIG CR205-30



Rt AIOcSH £ CERCEIEES IS0 MO HEDEED TroLien T
s o B WOHehou T € M| 3 G T
NOISNILX3 147 3N 3N1g

S NI HHOA LW E D

A4

475827v2 TIG CR205-30



John Sutter

From: Soler, Dan <Dan.Soler@metrotransit.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 3:52 PM

To: John Sutter

Cc: Anne Norris; Fuhrmann, Mark; Davies, David
Subject: CMC Resolution Language

John,

For your council meeting tonight. Here is the resolution as made, seconded and voted on and passed today:

“Direct staff to continue its efforts towards development of an at-grade crossing or bridge
crossing at 63" and a pedestrian bridge crossing at Bass Lake Road for the eventual inclusion
in the scope of the project.”

Thanks for all your work. Let me know if you need anything else.
AN

Daniel Soler, P.E.

Project Director

Blue Line Extension Project Office
5514 West Broadway Avenue
Suite 200

Crystal, Minnesota 55428

Phone: 612-373-5371

Cell: 651-900-9902
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EXHIBIT B

Becker Park Trail Connection

Temporary Construction Area
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EXHIBIT C

RCSC Form and Responses
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BLRT Plan/RCSC Form
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