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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM: John Sutter, Community Development Director 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
DATE: July 13, 2017 
 
TO:    Anne Norris, City Manager (for July 18 work session ) 
 
SUBJECT:  Blue Line Update - 60% Design Plans 
 
As you may know, Metro Transit’s design and engineering efforts have progressed through the 
60% level of design detail. The purpose of this work session item is to provide the Council with 
an update on various elements of interest in the 60% design. 
 
The following items are attached: 
1. July 13 summary memo from Metro Transit 
2. West Broadway crossing and roundabout layout 
3. Renderings and architectural details of retaining walls, bridge and noisewalls 
4. Mailer sent March 14 to properties adjacent to noisewall south of Corvallis 
5. Site plan for Bass Lake Road station and park & ride 
6. Historic mitigation required due to shift of freight rail line 
7. Station fencing plan and renderings 
8. Fencing types throughout Crystal segment 
9. Mailer sent March 24 to properties adjacent to visual screening fence 
10. Site plans for three Traction Power Sub-Stations 
11. June Avenue south of 36th 
12. 45th Avenue crossing (Robbinsdale) 
 
Councilmembers may already be familiar with many of these design elements. During the work 
session, staff will be ready to describe and answer questions about these items. In the interest 
of using work session time effectively, Councilmembers should feel free to direct staff to skip 
any items not needing description or explanation. 

COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
Blue Line Extension 
60% Design Plans



Attachment 1: July 13 summary memo from Metro Transit







Attachment 2: West Broadway crossing and roundabout layout
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Attachment 3: Renderings and architectural details of retaining walls, bridge and noisewalls
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METRO Blue Line LRT Extension (BLRT)   
5514 West Broadway Avenue, Suite 200, Crystal, MN 55428  www.bluelineext.org 

March 14, 2017

Subject: Design of planned noise walls along the METRO Blue Line Extension

You are receiving this letter because your property is adjacent to the planned METRO 
Blue Line Extension and near a wall that will be built to mitigate noise impacts. Images 
showing the preliminary design images for these noise barriers are on the back side of 
this letter. These images show the general scale of the barriers in relation to people and 
light rail vehicles. Please note that design is ongoing and that colors, materials and
overall design are not final.

Background

A noise barrier, in this case a noise wall, is required to mitigate a potential moderate or
severe noise impact. These impacts were identified through the environmental analysis 
that was completed for the METRO Blue Line Extension. Since it has been determined 
that a noise barrier is required, property owners can not approve or decline the 
construction of the wall. Following are a few details about the noise walls:  

The height is calculated based on the distance away from the source of the noise 
(usually either the train wheels or the tracks); the height cannot be altered for 
aesthetic purposes.
The materials (e.g. wood, concrete) must be solid and absorb and reflect sound.
They must be constructed where identified in order to fulfill specific federal 
environmental mitigation commitments.
They are designed to be as close to the source of the noise as possible.
In most cases, they will be constructed on the railway-side of the property line. 

Next Steps

Engineering is scheduled to be complete by spring 2018. Over the next year or so, the 
engineering staff will finalize the design plans and review with the city and county staff. 
As the design of noise barriers and other project elements is refined, project office staff 
will contact property owners throughout 2017 to discuss impacts to their properties.

More Information 

More information about the project is available at www.BlueLineExt.org and the 
potential noise impacts are documented in the project’s Final Environmental Impact 
Statement Chapter 5.6 also online at http://metrocouncil.org/blrt/feis. If you have any
questions about the project or the planned noise walls, please contact David Davies at 
612-373-5336, or david.davies@metrotransit.org.

Attachment 4: Mailer sent March ``4 to properties adjacent to noisewall
south of Corvallis



NOISE WALLS

DRAFT
WORK IN PROCESS

Blue Line LRT Extension

View from the LRT Side View from the Residential Property Side

Detail View (Posts Only) Detail View
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Attachment 5: Site plan for Bass Lake Road station and park & ride
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Attachment 7: Station fencing plan and renderings
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Attachment 8: Fencing types throughout Crystal segment















METRO Blue Line LRT Extension (BLRT)   
5514 West Broadway Avenue, Suite 200, Crystal, MN 55428  www.bluelineext.org 

1 | P a g e  

March 24, 2017 

Subject: Update on Visual Screening along Corridor between Bass Lake Road and 62nd Ave 

Based on public input received at two public meetings, conversations with property owners and 
surveys, the Metropolitan Council and the City of Crystal are proceeding with the following 
design of a visual barrier:    

Height 8 -10 feet, determined based on height of railroad track bed relative to 
property line. 

Material Dense composite plastic material. This material will be similar to that which 
was used to construct the fence around the 63rd Ave Park and Ride site. 

Color Dark brown. 
Location Within one foot of the property line on property owner’s (your) property. 
Maintenance Metro Transit will be responsible for the removal of graffiti on the side facing 

Hwy 81. Property owners will be responsible for all other aspects of fence 
maintenance. 

The Metropolitan Council will construct and pay for the installation of this fence as part of the 
Blue Line Extension project. Construction of the project is expected to begin in 2018; the exact 
timing of construction of the fence will be determined when the civil construction contractor is 
hired.    

In order to construct the fence, you will need to provide access to your property through a 
no-fee permit. If you do not grant access; our contractors will not be able to construct the 
fence and consequently no visual screening will be provided; monetary compensation will not 
be provided in lieu of the fence.  Prior to construction, BPO staff will work with the City of 
Crystal to inform residents and property owners of upcoming construction timelines and 
schedules.   

For more information on this issue, please contact David Davies at BPO, 
david.davies@metrotransit.org, or 612-373-5336 

Resources and previous meeting materials regarding this issue can be found at 
https://metrocouncil.org/Transportation/Projects/Current-Projects/METRO-Blue-Line-
Extension/Meetings-and-Materials/LRT-Visual-Screening.aspx 

Attachment 9: Mailer sent March 24 to properties adjacent to visual
screening fence



CRYSTAL
VISUAL SCREENING - ELMHURST AND HAMPSHIRE
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Blue Line LRT Extension

Typical BLRT rail corridor section



Attachment 10: Site plans for three Traction Power Sub-stations
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View looking north down existing freight rail

View looking north from West Broadway Ave toward proposed TPSS site BL407

SITE CONTEXT

• Site located in an existing commercial area adjacent to 

West Broadway Ave

DESIGN APPROACH

• Orient site parallel to tracks and as far south as possible 

to accommodate proposed BMP

• Allow space for maintenance vehicles to access the site

• Provide a transparent enclosure to complement 

adjacent proposed fences

View looking south from proposed TPSS site BL407
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View looking west toward proposed TPSS site BL408

SITE CONTEXT

• Site located in existing commercial area off of Lakeland Ave N, 

near the CSAH 81 and Bass Lake Road intersection

DESIGN APPROACH

• Integrate site into proposed park-and-ride

• Orient site as far south as possible to keep away from 

proposed Bass Lake Road station platform and accommodate 

as many park-and-ride stalls as possible

• Maintain a landscape buffer on the north side of the site for 

landscape screening

• Provide a transparent enclosure to complement adjacent 

existing and proposed fences

View looking south toward proposed TPSS site BL408

Existing cell tower fence and equipmentExisting rail corridor and cell tower
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View looking toward the north property line and adjacent residential 

property

View looking toward the northeast corner of  proposed TPSS site BL409

SITE CONTEXT

• Located in a residential neighborhood adjacent to the 

existing freight rail corridor

• Existing vegetation screens site from rail corridor and 

adjacent residential property   

• Existing overhead power lines run east/west along site 

DESIGN APPROACH

• Set back site from Elmhurst Ave as far east as possible 

• Orient access drive to the north to provide large contiguous 

green space

• Protect existing stand of evergreen trees 

• Provide opaque screening around site and extend beyond 

site to screen from residential properties while allowing 

limited views into the site

Existing stand of evergreen trees

View looking toward the southeast corner of  proposed TPSS site BL409
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Reconstruction of June Avenue south of 36th            N  
 
(Crystal only paying for new water pipe in boulevard on west side of street) 
 
 
 

 

Attachment 11: June Avenue south of 36th



45th Avenue at West Broadway in Robbinsdale         N  
 

(Left turns from EB 45th to NB W Bdwy would be prohibited) 
 

Attachment 12: 45th Avenue crossing (Robbinsdale)




