
 
 
 

 
 
 

Crystal Planning Commission Agenda 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
7 p.m. 

Crystal City Hall Council Chambers 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
a. Monday, August 8, 2016 meeting minutes 

3. Public Hearings* 
a.  Variance request from Matthew Detloff for a detached garage at 5565 Welcome Avenue 

(Application Number 2016-08)   
b.  Variance request from Greg Staples for an attached garage addition at 5440 Twin Lake 

Terrace (Application Number 2016-09)   
c.  Subdivision request for Bottineau Gardens preliminary plat (Application Number 2016-10)    
 

4. Old Business  - None 
 

5. New Business - None 
 

6. General Information 
a.  City Council actions on previous Planning Commission items:  Revisions to the City’s 

Floodplain Overlay District (City Code Section 515.61)  
b.  Update from Council Liaison 
c.  Update on City Code Review Task Force  
d.  Staff preview of likely agenda items for Monday, October 10, 2016 meeting 
 
 

7.  Open Forum  

8.  Adjournment 

* Items for which supporting materials will be included in the meeting packet. 

 

 
4141 Douglas Drive North • 

Crystal, Minnesota 55422-1696 
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CITY OF CRYSTAL 
 

PROPOSED VARIANCE APPLICATION FOR A 
GARAGE AT 5565 WELCOME AVENUE NORTH 

 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

7:00 P.M. ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 
CRYSTAL CITY HALL (4141 DOUGLAS DR N) 

 

The Crystal Planning Commission will consider a variance application from Matthew 

Detloff to construct a new 896 sq. ft. detached garage in the front yard at 5565 Welcome 

Avenue North. The new garage would be an expansion or replacement of an existing 

327 sq. ft. detached garage in the front yard. 

 

Two variances are being requested: 

 
1. Accessory buildings (detached garages) cannot be located in the front yard. The 

existing garage does not meet this requirement but is lawfully nonconforming 
(“grandfathered in”). Because the proposed garage would be larger than the existing 

garage, a variance is required to allow an accessory building in the front yard. 
 
2. The minimum front setback is 30 feet from the front lot line.  The existing garage is set 

back only 24 feet but is lawfully nonconforming (“grandfathered in”). Because the 

proposed garage would be larger than the existing garage, a variance is required to 

reduce the minimum front setback for the garage to 24 feet. 
 
The public is invited to view the proposal at Crystal City Hall during normal business hours or on 
the city website at www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php.  The 
Planning Commission staff report will be available for viewing after September 2nd at the same 
weblink.     
 

To discuss the proposal or submit written comments for the record, please contact John 
Sutter, City of Crystal, 4141 Douglas Dr. N., Crystal, MN 55422, john.sutter@crystalmn.gov or 763-
531-1130. 
 

To speak directly to the Planning Commission, please attend the public hearing on Monday, 
September 12, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Crystal City Hall. 
 
LEGAL NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the City of Crystal 
will meet on September 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Crystal City Hall, 4141 Douglas Drive North, 
in said City, to consider a variance application for Matthew Detloff to construct a detached 
garage at 5565 Welcome Avenue North that is closer to the street than the existing home and 
built to a distance of 24 feet rather than the required 30 feet.  After holding the public hearing, 
the Commission is expected to make a recommendation to the City Council for their meeting 
on Tuesday, September 20, 2016.  Persons desiring to be heard are invited and encouraged 
to attend the public hearing.  Persons unable to attend may submit written comments prior to 
the date of the hearing to: John Sutter, City of Crystal, 4141 Douglas Dr N, Crystal MN 55422.  
Auxiliary aids for handicap persons are available upon request at least 96 hours in advance.  
Please call the City Clerk at 763-531-1145 to make arrangements.  Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
callers should contact the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529 V/TTY or call 711 to be 
connected to a TTY. 

http://www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php
mailto:john.sutter@crystalmn.gov




CITY OF CRYSTAL 
 

PROPOSED VARIANCE APPLICATION FOR A 
GARAGE ADDITION AT 5440 TWIN LAKE TERRACE 

 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

7:00 P.M. ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 
CRYSTAL CITY HALL (4141 DOUGLAS DR N) 

 

The Crystal Planning Commission will consider a variance application from Greg 

Staples to construct a 450 sq. ft. attached garage addition in front of the existing house 

and garage at 5440 Twin Lake Terrace. 

 

Two variances are being requested: 

 
1. The minimum side setback is 5 feet from the side lot line but the existing building is only 

4.5 feet from the north side property line. Because the proposed garage addition would 

expand a nonconforming building, a variance is required to reduce the side setback 

for the existing building to 4.5 feet. The garage addition would still have to comply 
with the standard 5 foot setback and easement requirements. 

 
2. The minimum front setback is 30 feet from the front lot line.  Because the proposed 

garage addition would be located 12 feet from the front lot line, a variance is required to 

reduce the minimum front setback for the garage addition to 12 feet.   
 

The public is invited to view the proposal at Crystal City Hall during normal business hours or on 
the city website at www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php.  The 
Planning Commission staff report will be available for viewing after September 2nd at the same 
weblink.     
 

To discuss the proposal or submit written comments for the record, please contact John 
Sutter, City of Crystal, 4141 Douglas Dr. N., Crystal, MN 55422, john.sutter@crystalmn.gov or 763-
531-1130. 
 

To speak directly to the Planning Commission, please attend the public hearing on Monday, 
September 12, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Crystal City Hall. 
 
LEGAL NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the City of Crystal 
will meet on September 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Crystal City Hall, 4141 Douglas Drive North, 
in said City, to consider a variance application for Greg Staples to construct a garage addition 
to a nonconforming garage at 5440 Twin Lake Terrace to a distance of 12 feet to the front 
property line rather than the required 30 feet.  After holding the public hearing, the 
Commission is expected to make a recommendation to the City Council for their meeting on 
Tuesday, September 20, 2016.  Persons desiring to be heard are invited and encouraged to 
attend the public hearing.  Persons unable to attend may submit written comments prior to the 
date of the hearing to: John Sutter, City of Crystal, 4141 Douglas Dr N, Crystal MN 55422.  
Auxiliary aids for handicap persons are available upon request at least 96 hours in advance.  
Please call the City Clerk at 763-531-1145 to make arrangements.  Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
callers should contact the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529 V/TTY or call 711 to be 
connected to a TTY. 

http://www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php
mailto:john.sutter@crystalmn.gov
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CITY OF CRYSTAL 
 

PROPOSED PRELIMINARY PLAT AND EASEMENT VACATION APPLICATIONS  
 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

The Crystal Planning Commission will consider a preliminary plat application from 

Hennepin County for the Bottineau Gardens subdivision for the three existing lots at 

5205 – 49th Avenue North and 4816 and 4834 Lakeland Avenue North.  In addition, the 

City Council will consider a request to vacate an existing sewer easement that is 

located within this subdivision.  

 

General summary of the proposal: 

 Hennepin County is proposing to replat the three existing lots so that they are re-oriented to 
be accessed from either 49th or Lakeside Avenues North rather than Lakeland Avenue North.  

 The project would result in two lots addressed as 5201 and 5209 - 49th Avenue North, and 
one lot addressed as 5140 Lakeside Avenue North.   If the subdivision is approved by the City 
Council, Hennepin County will sell the lots for construction of three single-family homes.   

 As part of the subdivision of these parcels, the City Council will consider vacating an existing 
City-owned sewer easement in proposed Lot 2 (5201 – 49th Avenue North).  Due to the 
dedication of new drainage and utility easements in the Bottineau Gardens subdivision, the 
easement is no longer needed.   

 
The public is invited to view the proposal at Crystal City Hall during normal business hours or on 
the city website at www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php.  The Planning 
Commission staff report for the preliminary plat will be available for viewing after September 2nd at 
the same weblink.   The City Council staff report for the vacation will be available for viewing after 
September 16th at www.crystalmn.gov/city_government/council_meetings_and_agendas.php    
 

To discuss the proposal or submit written comments for the record, please contact John 
Sutter, City of Crystal, 4141 Douglas Dr. N., Crystal, MN 55422, john.sutter@crystalmn.gov or 763-
531-1130. 
 

To speak directly to the Planning Commission on the preliminary plat, please attend the 

public hearing on Monday, September 12, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Crystal City Hall.  To speak directly 

to the City Council on the easement vacation, please attend the public hearing on Tuesday, 
September 20, 2016 at the same time and location.   
 
LEGAL NOTICE: Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the City of Crystal 
will meet on September 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Crystal City Hall, 4141 Douglas Drive North, 
in said City, to consider a preliminary plat application for Hennepin County to replat the 
properties at 5205- 49th Avenue North and 4816 and 4834 Lakeland Avenue North.  After 
holding the public hearing, the Commission is expected to make a recommendation to the City 
Council for their meeting on Tuesday, September 20, 2016.  At that meeting, the City Council 
will also consider a request to vacate a sewer easement for this plat.  Persons desiring to be 
heard are invited and encouraged to attend the public hearings.  Persons unable to attend 
may submit written comments prior to the date of the hearings to: John Sutter, City of Crystal, 
4141 Douglas Dr N, Crystal MN 55422.  Auxiliary aids for handicap persons are available upon 
request at least 96 hours in advance.  Please call the City Clerk at 763-531-1145 to make 
arrangements.  Deaf and Hard of Hearing callers should contact the Minnesota Relay Service 
at 800-627-3529 V/TTY or call 711 to be connected to a TTY. 

http://www.crystalmn.gov/city_departments/land_use_applications.php
http://www.crystalmn.gov/city_government/council_meetings_and_agendas.php
mailto:john.sutter@crystalmn.gov
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