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February 26, 2015

Surface Transportation Board
395 E. Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

Members of the Surface Transportation Board,

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) and Canadian Pacific (CP) Railroads are proposing to construct
a connector track in the southwest quadrant of their diamond crossing in Crystal, Minnesota. We are
writing today asking the Surface Transportation Board to require the BNSF Railway Company and the
Canadian Pacific Railway to complete an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) prior to acquiring land,
-completing final design or commencing construction of the railroad connector track.

This proposed connection is anticipated to dramatically increase the frequency and length of trains
carrying heavy freight, including volatile oil products, in a densely populated urban area which includes
Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, a residential, long-term transitional rehabilitation care facility
serving patients with complex brain and spinal cord injuries. Such an expansion poses potentially
negative safety and environmental effects as well as traffic concerns.

A single train has the potential to block multiple at-grade rail crossings which will result in increased
road congestion as well as reducing the response capabilities of emergency and first responders. The
freight trains will run directly adjacent to residents, businesses and environmentally sensitive areas
which will introduce noise, vibration and safety concerns.

On behalf of the board of directors and more than 700 business members of the TwinWest Chamber of
Commerce we respectfully ask the Surface Transportation Board, who is authorized under federal law to
provide regulatory oversight of freight railroads, to require the BNSF and CP railroads to complete an EIS
to allow the residents and businesses of the affected area to understand the impacts of the proposed
railroad expansion.

Sincerely, @

Brad Meier

President, TwinWest Chamber of Commerce

Cc: Anne Norris, City Manager, Crystal, MN Rep. Keith Ellison

Sen. Amy Klobuchar Rep. Erik Paulsen
Sen. Al Franken
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