
 
 
 
 

Posted: May 2, 2014 

 
CRYSTAL CITY COUNCIL 

SECOND WORK SESSION AGENDA 
 

Tuesday, May 6, 2014 
To immediately follow the Regular City Council Meeting 

Conference Room A 
 

Pursuant to due call and notice given in the manner prescribed by Section 3.01 of the City 
Charter, the second work session of the Crystal City Council was held at  ______ p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 in Conference Room A located at 4141 Douglas Drive, Crystal, Minnesota. 
 
 
I. Attendance 
   Council members   Staff 
 
   ____ Libby    ____ Norris 
 
   ____ Peak    ____ Therres 
 
   ____ Selton    ____ Revering 
 
   ____ Adams    ____ Mathisen 
 
   ____ Budziszewski   ____ Peters 
    
   ____ Deshler    ____ Norton 
 
   ____ Hoffmann   ____ Serres 
         
II. Agenda 

The purpose of the work session is to discuss the following agenda items: 
 

 Bassett Creek Watershed 
o Proposed amendment to Joint Powers Agreement 
o Medicine Lake controlled lake level 

 

 Public Works facility project update 
 

III. Adjournment 
The work session adjourned at ______ p.m. 

 
 

Auxiliary aids are available upon request to individuals with disabilities by calling the City Clerk at (763) 
531-1145 at least 96 hours in advance.  TTY users may call Minnesota Relay at 711 or 1-800-627-3529. 

 
4141 Douglas Drive North • Crystal, Minnesota 55422-1696 
 

Tel: (763) 531-1000  •  Fax: (763) 531-1188  •  www.crystalmn.gov 

















 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
FROM: Patrick Peters, John Sutter, Tom Mathisen, Charles Hansen 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:    Anne Norris, City Manager (for May 6 City Council Work Session) 
 
DATE: April 30, 2014 
 
RE:   Public Works facility update –  Property acquisition, facility design & budget 

 
 
Much has taken place over the past several months with regard to activities pertaining 
to the city’s proposed Public Works facility. Staff thought it important to provide Council 
with an update on those activities at the May 6 Work Session. 
 
 
PROPERTY ACQUISITION 
 

[unaddressed 09-118-21-24-0015] 

 Vacant land (previous owner: Washburn-McReavy) 

 Closed on acquisition on March 28 for $34,000 
 
5025-5027 West Broadway 

 Formerly Metro Law Office 

 Closed on acquisition on March 7 for $450,000 

 The law office is leasing it back from the city while they purchase and move into 
5618 56th 

 Move-out deadline is May 19 
 
5017 West Broadway 

 Vacant land (Gisslen/Dempsey) 

 The city's appraisal was $126,000 (the owner rejected the city's $165,000 last 
written offer) 

 City is in litigation with the owner. The compensation award will be determined by 
a court-appointed panel later this year. In the meantime, the city is depositing 
$126,000 with the court and will take title to the property on May 8. 

 
4947 West Broadway 

 Formerly Word of Faith Ministries 

 Closed on acquisition on March 24 for $2,000,000 

 Word of Faith is leasing it back from the city while they move to a new location; 
move-out deadline is May 7 

 
 

COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
Update on Public Works Facility 

 

 

 

 
 



 
FACILITY DESIGN 
 
Kodet Architectural Group has been producing building and site designs on an on-going 
basis for review and comment by senior staff and Public Works supervisors and crews. 
The design process was informed by staff tours of newer municipal maintenance 
facilities in West St. Paul and Elk River and a MnDOT facility in Richfield earlier in the 
year. Kodet also used a questionnaire to garner input on various aspects of the new 
facility from Public Works employees. 
 
Following several Kodet-led design sessions with senior staff members and department 
supervisors, Kodet prepared the preliminary site and building plans that were presented 
at the April 21 neighborhood open house, which was attended by a total of twelve 
nearby residents, Planning Commissioners and Council Members. Comments received 
were favorable for the most part, but one concern was raised in particular about the 
need for better buffering and screening along Fairview. 
 
Staff has since provided a list of recommended modifications to Kodet, and they are 
preparing revised site and building plans for submission to the Planning Commission. At 
its June 9 meeting the Commission will consider land use applications for site and 

building plan review and a Conditional Use Permit for outdoor storage. 

 
PROJECT BUDGET 
 
The projected budget for the new facility as of December 4, 2013, was $12.85 million. 
Of that amount, it was anticipated that $3,000,000 would be expended for land 
acquisition, $8.4 million for the building and site improvements and approximately $1.4 
million in soft costs. There will be costs, as yet to be determined, associated with the 
demolition of the existing Streets/Parks building and the cold storage building at the 
current site. 
 
To date, acquisition-related expenses total approximately $2.6 million, with some 
undetermined relocation expenses for 4947 and 5025/27 West Broadway still 
outstanding, and acquisition costs for 5017 West Broadway yet to be determined. 
Building and soft costs remain on target. 
 
At the November 14, 2013 Work Session, Council determined to use a self-funding 
approach to finance the new Public Works facility, whereby the Major Building 
Replacement Fund (MBRF) would be drawn down by $10,000,000, and other fund 
balances (Utilities, EDA, etc.) would contribute the balance. What remains unclear is 
whether it is the intent of the Council to replenish the MBRF by continuing the annual 
levy of $563,153 related to the Highway 81 bonds after they are paid off in anticipation 
of future capital building projects. While this issue is no longer related to the financing of 
the Public Works facility, it remains unresolved and is on the agenda for discussion at 
the May 8 Council Work Session. 
 
PROJECT TIMELINE 
 
Major project milestones include the following (all dates are tentative): 
 
 



Projected Date Activity 

May 16, 2014  Application submitted for 6/9/14 Planning Commission 
hearing 

 Asbestos and miscellaneous hazmat survey completed and 
price quotes requested from abatement and demolition 
contractors 
 

May 23, 2014  Selection of abatement and demolition contractors 
 

June 9, 2014  Planning Commission holds public hearing, considers 
building/site plans and CUP 
 

June 13, 2014  Abatement complete 
 

June 17, 2014  Council considers building/site plans, CUP, variances and 
vacations 

 Council authorizes bid advertisement and specifications for 
construction 
 

July 3, 2014  Demolition complete 
 

July 15, 22 or 
29, 2014 

 Council awards bid for construction (As it stands today, the 
current schedule of project activities likely will not coincide 
with the only Council meeting in July, scheduled for the 15th. 
The Council may need to consider holding a special meeting 
on either July 22 or 29 to keep the project on schedule.) 
 

August 1, 2014  Commence construction 
 

June 30, 2015  Complete construction 
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